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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
PoUs Open 10:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Strafford in the County of
Strafford in said State, quahfied to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Strafford Elementary
School in said Strafford on Tuesday, the fifth day of March, 1974,
at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1
.
To choose all necessary Town Officers for ensuing year.
2. To choose three delegates to the Constitutional Con-
vention .
Please note: All Articles except No. 1 and 2 will be taken up
at 8:00 P.M. Tuesday, March 5, 1974.
3. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to
defray Town charges for the ensuing year and make Appropriation
of the same.
4. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate $4,000.00
for Public Welfare including Old Age Assistance.
5. To see if the Town will accept Town Road Aid and
raise and appropriate the sum of $1,048.40 to which the State
will contribute $6,989.35.
6. To see what sum of money the Town will raise and
appropriate for Highways and Bridges.
7. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
$800.00 for maintenance of the Bow Lake Fire Department.
8. To see what sum of money the Town will raise and
appropriate for observance of Memorial Day.
9. To see what sum of money the Town will raise and
appropriate for the Lakes Region Association.
10. To hear the report and see if the Town will raise and
appropriate the sum of $1,062.00 in support of the Rural District
Health Council.
11. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum
of $3,200.00 for the control and operation of the Town Dump.
12. To hear the report and see if the Town will raise and
appropriate the sum of $1,700.00 as a donation to the Center
Barnstead Fire Department for providing Ambulance Service to
the Town of Strafford.
13. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
$2,000.00 for the use in making the Town Map.
14. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum of
$300.00 for Civil Defense.
15. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate the sum
of $200.00 for maintaining Bow Lake Beach at the Dam.
16. To raise and appropriate the sum of $2,000.00 for the
Library to be expended by the Library Trustees for current
operation.
17. To vote upon the following Amendments to the Zoning
and Land Use Ordinance.




"To Establish Article 15 as follows:
To limit subdivision approval to five (5) units or
lots, or less, for each subdivider, for a period of one
year, commencing upon adoption of this Article at
the Town Meeting on March 5, 1974."
"To Amend Article 4, Section A, Sub-Section 4,
by striking out said section and inserting in place
thereof the following:
Minimum Land Area — A lot shall contain not less
than 1.5 acres (65,340 sq. ft.) with an additional
20,000 square feet for each additional family unit
under a common roof, except as set forth in Section
4-a and 4-b of this Sub-Section."
"To Amejid Article 6, by inserting after Section 6-2
the following new section!
6-3; No person shall bring into the Town of Strafford,
or cause to be brought into said Town, a mobile home
that is more than four (4) years old from the year
of manufacture or contains less than five hundred
(500) square feet."
Amendment to Subdivision Regulations
To Amend Section VI Sub-Section 6-2(1), by striking out the words:
"Lot Area — No lot shall be created in any subdivision with
an area less than 40,000 square feet."
and inserting in place thereof:
"Lot Area — No lot shall be created in any subdivision with
an area less than 65,340 square feet (1.5 acres)."
18. To see if the Town will vote to appropriate, and transfer
to the Strafford School District $10,000,00 to apply toward
construction of an addition to the Strafford School, from Revenue
Sharing Fund established under provisions of the State and Local
Assistance Act of 1972.
19. To see if the Town will authorize the selectmen to
apply for, contract for, and accept aid, from the Federal Disaster
Assistance Administration, should any area of Strafford be de-
clared a Disaster Area.
20. To see if the Town will vote to except 1200 feet of the
Whig Hill Road starting at the stone posts (the present end of
Town Road) to Aspen Drive. This road was constructed to Town
Road Specifications in 1978
21. To see if the Town will vote to close, subject to gates
and bars, the following roads:
1. The John Isaac Berry Road so called between the Second Crown
Point Road and the First Crown Point Road.
2. The New Road so called starting 100 feet past the house now
owned by Roger LaPanne to the Barrington Town Line.
22. To see if the Town vote to re-open the first 1000 feet
of Pleasant Valley Road (A.K.A. Pig Lane). This portion of the
road beginning on Route 126, has been recently widened and
graveled. (By petition)
23. To see if the Town will vote to adopt RSA 586:1,2,3,
and RSA 253: 17,18, by designating the following roads as Scenic
Roads within the Township of Strafford, N. H.: (By petition)
Evans Mountain Road— so-called, beginning at the Walter Dudley
house, proceeding towards Evans Mountain and terminating at
the Kenneth Berry house.
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Swain Road (Parsons Hill Rd.)— so-called, beginning at the inter-
section of Route 126 (At the house of Oscar Pratt) and pro-
ceeding in the direction of Willey Pond Road and terminating at
the intersection of said Willey Pond Road, (at property of G.
Frederick Wagner).
Willey Pond Road— so-called, beginning at the Francis Tasker
house and proceeding toward Evans Mountain, terminating at the
Walter Dudley house.
Willey Pond Road— so-called, in addition to the above-description,
it is said that Willey Pond Road picks up again at the Joseph
Nutter house, proceeding easterly towards the YMCA camp
(Camp Foss), and terminating at said YMCA camp (Camp Foss).
Little Niagara Road— so-called, beginning at the first Crown Point
Road and terminating at the second Crown Point Road.
Perkins-Perry Rd. (Perry Road)— so-called, beginning at the Win-
gate Hill Road (at the Theodore L. Storer house), and pro-
ceeding southerly to Route 126 opposite Mariam Cronin house.
Second Crown Point Rds.— so-called, beginning at the gravel
portion, John Hastings house and terminating at the Barnstead
Town Line.
Tom Berry Road— so-called, beginning at Ham's Corner to the
Barnstead line.
24. To see if the Town will Grant 2% discount on Taxes
paid within thirty-five days of mailing of tax bill.
25. To see if the Town will authorize the Selectmen to
borrow money in anticipation of taxes.
26. To transact any other business that may legally come
before this meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this 12th day of February,












BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF STRAFFORD, N. H.
Appropriations and Estimates of Revenue
for the Ensuing Year January 1, 1974 to December 31, 1974
Compared with
Estimated and Actual Revenue, Appropriations and Expenditures





Land improved and unimproved $2,258,400.00
Buildings 5,112,350.00
Public Service Co. of N. H. 839,300.00
10 Travel Trailers Assessed as Personal Property 9,600.00
63 Boats 35,150.00
Total Valuation Before Exemptions $8,254,800.00
Blind Exemptions (1) $ 1,000.00
Elderly Exemptions (29) 65,250.00
School Dining Room,
Dormitory and
Kitchen Exemptions 150,000.00 216,250.00
$8,038,550.00
WAR SERVICE TAX CREDITS
Totally Disabled i $ 400.00
All other qualified persons 83 4,150.00







Gross Property Taxes $201,181.25
Less War Service Credit — 4,550.00
Total Tax Commitment $196,631.25
TAX RATES





Rate per thousand valuation 2.50 2.50
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FINANCIAL REPORT
Fiscal Year Ended December 31, 1973
Certificate
This is to certify that the information contained in this report
was taken from official records and is complete to the best of







In hands of treasurer $ 45,393.09
Capital Reserve Funds:
Bank Book N595 5,220.67
Bank Book N596 2,153.84
Bank Book #72650 1.00
U. S. Treasury Notes Use of Idle Funds 67,335.00







Accounts Owed by the Town:
Appropriation for Water St. $ 1 ,500.00
Appropriation for Wall Water St. 1,264.65
Unexpended Revenue Sharing Funds 3,595.12
School District(s) Tax(es) Payable 102,296.46
Other Liabilities :
Bank Book # 72650 1.00
Bank Book N595 5,220.67
Bank Book N596 - for Town Map 2,153.84
Total Accounts Owed by the Town $11 6,03 1.74
Total Liabilities |1 16,031.74
Current Surplus (Excess of assets
over liabilities) 25,230.88






Property Taxes — Current Year — 1973
Resident Taxes — Current Year — 1973
Nat'l Bank Stock Taxes — Current Yr. -





Total Current Year's Taxes Collected & Remitted
Property Taxes and Yield Taxes — Previous Yrs.
Resident Taxes — Previous Years
Interest received on Delinquent Taxes
Penalties: Resident Taxes & State Head Taxes
Tax sales redeemed
From State:
For Highways and Bridges:
For Class V Highway maintenance
Highway Subsidy
Interest and dividends tax
Savings Bank Tax
Fighting forest fires
Meals and Rooms Tax
Reimb. a-c Business Profits Tax
From Local Sources, Except Taxes:
Dog licenses
Business licenses, permits and filing fees
Income from departments —
sale of lumber at dump
Income from municipal water, sewer and
electric departments
Total Current Revenue Receipts
Receipts Other than Current Revenue:
Refunds $ 561.00
Sale of town property 2,482.00
Grants from U. S. A.
Revenue Sharing 8,326.00
From Revenue Sharing Bank Acct.
to General Fund 11,676.50
Taxes Bought by Town 10,534.73
Tax Abatements 980.08
Total Receipts Other than Current Revenue
Total Receipts from All Sources





























Town officers' salaries $ 4,526.50
Town officers' expenses 1,999.43
Election and registration expenses 585.50
Auto permits 1,176.00
Expenses town hall and other town buildings 284.86
U. S. Treasury Notes 67,335.00
Protection of Persons and Property:
Police department 2,279.69
Fire department, including forest fires 2,681.77
Planning and Zoning 12.50





Health department, including hospitals
and ambulance — Barnstead 1,500.00
Vital statistics 16.00
Town dump and garbage removal 3,142.43
Highways and Bridges:
Class V Maintenance 3,200.00
Town Road Aid l'o50.34
Town Maintenance — Summer and Winter 29,833.80
Street lighting 802.65
General Expenses of Highway Department 6,885.69
Libraries: 2,000.00
Public Welfare:
Old age assistance 2,496.51
Town poor 600.79
Rural District Health Council 1,019.00
Patriotic Purposes:
Memorial Day, Veteran's Associations
and Old Home Day 140.00
Recreation:
Bow Lake Beach 102.50
Public Service Enterprises:
Bow Lake Fire Department 800.00
Unclassified
:
Taxes bought by town 10,534.73
Discounts, Abatements and refunds 980.08
Employees' Retirement and Social Security 576.29
Total Current Maintenance Expenses $148,901.09
Capital Outlay:
Revenue Sharing Fund Deposited in Bank $ 15,004.00




Payments to Other Governmental Divisions:
Resident Taxes Paid State Treasurer, 1973 $ 636.75
Taxes paid to County 31,902.81
Payments to School Districts
1972 — $100,842.96
1973 - $ 50,000.00 150,842.96
Total Payments to
Other Governmental Divisions $183,382.52
Total Payments for all Purposes $347,287.61
Cash on hand Dec. 31, 1973 -June 30, 1974 45,393.09
Should Equal this Grand Total $392,680.70
20
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
As of December 31, 1973: June 30, 1974
Description Value
Town Hall, Lands and Buildings $ 10,000.00
Furniture and Equipment 1,200.00
Libraries, Furniture and Equipment 1,000.00
Police Department, Equipment 1,000.00
Fire Department, Lands and Buildings 9,000.00
Equipment 4,000.00
Highway Department, Equipment 400.00
Parks, Commons and Playgrounds 7,500.00
Schools, Lands and Buildings 160,000.00
Equipment 15,000.00
All Lands and Buildings acquired through
Tax Collector's deeds:
No. Strafford Schoolhouse Lot 75.00
3 Acres Town Dump 200.00
V2 Acre E. Dudley Lot 100.00
Total $209,475.00
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DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Town Officers' Salaries
Albert W. Leighton, Selectman
Alan L. Knight, Selectman
Lester Huckins, Selectman
Phyllis F. Lynbourg, Treasurer and Clerk
James F, Stiles, Tax Collector
Donald Poppema (72 & 73)














Assoc, of N. H. Assessors
N. H. Municipal Assoc.
Ridings Press, Inc.
N. E. Tel. and Tel. Co.
N. H. Tax Collectors Assoc.
Marjorie E. Holmes




































Election and Registration 585.50
Other Payments
Phyllis F. Lynbourg, Auto Permits
Town Office, Telephone
Police















Rural District Health Council
Memorial Day
Conservation Commission
Bow Lake Fire Department
Expense of Dog Taxes
Taxes Bought by Town
Discounts and Abatements
Social Security




Resident Tax to State
Bow Lake Beach
Payment of Revenue Sharing from Gen. Fund




































Strafford School District $150,842.96
Total $347,287.59
Highway Account
Total Payments $ 39,919.49
Less Class V Maintenance — 3,137.74
36,781.75
1973 Highway Appropriation 34,000.00
Overexpended $ 2,781.75
State Highway Subsidy
1973 Highway Appropriation $ 36,781.75
Received Highway Fund Grant 14,285.03
Sub-Total 22,496.72
From Revenue Sharing, Raised by Property Taxes 7,157.50
Raised by Property Taxes $ 15,339.22
1972-1973 School Account
School Appropriation $152,296.46
PaymentstoDecember 31, 1973 50,000.00
Balance Due Schools $102,296.46
Special Highway and Fire Equipment Account
Balance December 31, 1973 $ 5,220.67
Town Dump
Appropriation (1973) $ 3,000.00
William Nelson (caretaker) 1,931.00
Thorne Construction (machine) 96.00
Radford Messenger (machine) 925.00
C. Thurston 46.00
Merrimack Farmers Exchange 34.16
S. Lapanne 29.00
Conrads Farm & Home Supply 49.29
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Town Dump (cont.)
S. Hayes $ 32.00
Total $ 3,142.45
Sale of Timber at Dump 464.05
$ 2,678.40
Revenue Sharing
2 Payments from U. S. Gov. 1972 $ 6,678.00
4 Payments from U. S. Gov. 1973 8,326.00
Deposited in Bank Book #97-781 $ 15,004.00
1973 Interest 267.62
$ 15,271.62
Withdrawn per vote 1973 Town Meetmg 11,676.50
Balance December 31, 1973 $ 3,595.12
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TOWN TREASURER'S REPORT
For the Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 1973
Receipts
Balance, January 1, 1973 $101,822.31
Receipts, 1973 290,858.39 $392,680.70
Expenditures
Expenditures, 1973 $347,287.61
Balance, December 31, 1973 45,393.09 $392,680.70
Rochester Savings Bank and Trust Co
TOWN CLERK'S REPORT
For the Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 1973
Receipts :
TOWN MEETING - MARCH 6, 1973
At a legal Town Meeting of the Inhabitants of the Town of Strafford
in the County of Strafford in said State, the following action was taken on
the Town Warrant on Tuesday, the 6th day of March 1973.
The meeting at the Strafford Elementary School in Strafford was called
to order by the Moderator, C. Russell Shillaber, at 10:00 A.M. The polls
were declared open for voting on Article 1 from 10:00 A.M. to 7:00 P.M.
Article 2-23 to be voted on at 8:00 P.M.
ARTICLE 1. The following officers were declared elected and ad-
ministered the oath of office before the Moderator, C. Russell Shillaber.
Number of eligible voters on checklist: 691
Number of votes cast: 328
Selectman for 3 years: Albert W. Leighton 231 votes
Town Auditor for 2 years (write in) Roger S. Leighton 23 votes
Trustee of Trust Funds for 3 years Oscar B. Pratt 291 votes
Library Trustee for 3 years Davis Clarke 273 votes
Road Agent for 1 year Radford L. Messenger 172 votes
The following candidates were not elected:
Selectman for 3 years Anita E. Evans 96 votes
Road Agent for 1 year Herbert H. Scribner 144 votes
ARTICLE 2. Motion by Albert Leighton that the Town raise and
appropriate the sum of $42,450.00 to defray Town charges for the ensuing
year. Seconded by Alan Knight. Vote in the affirmative.
ARTICLE 3. Motion by Albert Leighton that the Town raise and
appropriate the sum of $3,700.00 for Public Welfare including Old Age
Assistance. Seconded by Justine Leighton. Vote in the affirmative.
ARTICLE 4. Motion by Alan Knight that the Town accept Town
Road Aid and raise and appropriate the sum of $1,050.34 to which the
State will contribute $7,002.30. Seconded by Madaleen Leighton. Vote
in the affirmative.
ARTICLE 5. Calvin Schroeder moved article 20 be voted on next.
Seconded. Voted in the affirmative.
ARTICLE 20. Lester Huckins moved the Town authorize the with-
drawal from Revenue Sharing Fund established under provisions of the State
and Local Assistance Act of 1972 for use as set-offs against budgeted
appropriations for the following priority purposes and in amounts indicated-
Libraries $ 2,000.00
Maintenance of Highways $ 7,157.50
Barnstead Ambulance $ 1,500.00
Rural District Health Council $ 1,019.00
$11,676.50
Seconded by Inez Whitcher. Vote in the affirmative.
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ARTICLE 5. Motion by Albert Leighton that the Town raise and
appropriate the sum of $34,000.00 for Highways and Bridges. $7,157.50 to
come from the Revenue Sharing Fund. Seconded by Alan Knight. Vote
in the affirmative.
ARTICLE 6. Motion by John Young that the Town raise and appro-
priate the sum of $800.00 for maintenance of the Bow Lake Fire Department.
Seconded by Arthur VanBuskirk. Vote in the affirmative.
ARTICLE 7. Motion by Lester Huckins that the Town raise and
appropriate the sum of $125.00 for observance of Memorial Day. Seconded
by Albert Leighton. Vote in the affirmative.
ARTICLE 8. Motion by Linda Connelly that the Town raise no
money for the Lakes Region Association. Seconded by Inez Whitcher. Vote
in the affirmative.
ARTICLE 9. Report by George Foss — no report required as there
was no money raised by the Town for the Strafford Library Association.
Motion by Betty Varney to accept the report. Seconded by Marjorie Foss.
Vote in the affirmative.
ARTICLE 10. Motion by Mark Thompson to raise and appropriate
the sum of $2,000.00 to be expended by the Library Trustees for current
operating. From Revenue Sharing Fund. Seconded by Nellie Paine. Vote
in the affirmative.
ARTICLE 11. Motion by Albert Leighton that the Town raise and
appropriate the sum of $3,000.00 for control and operation of the Town
Dump. Seconded by Madaleen Leighton. Vote in the affirmative.
ARTICLE 12. No report from Committee on Waste Disposal in the
Town. Mark Thompson moved interested citizens meet with the Selectmen,
at the next Saturday meeting, to discuss the Waste Disposal Problem in the
Town. Seconded by Calvin Schroder.
Amendment by James Foss — That concerned citizens meet with the
Selectmen on the second Saturday in April. Notices to be posted by the
Town Clerk. Seconded. Vote in the affirmative. Motion with amendment
passed in the affirmative.
ARTICLE 13. Report in Book— Motion by Francis VanBuskirk that
the Town raise and appropriate the sum of $1,019.00 in the support of the
Rural District Health Council. Full amount from the Revenue Sharing Fund.
Seconded by Carolyn Young. Vote in the affirmative.
ARTICLE 14. Motion by Justine Leighton that the Town raise and
appropriate the sum of $1,500.00 as a donation to the Center Barnstead
Fire Department for providing Ambulance Service to the Town of Strafford.
From Revenue Sharing Fund. Seconded by Justine Leighton. Vote in the
affirmative.
ARTICLE 15. Motion by Robert Perry that the Town raise and appro-
priate the sum of $1,000.00 for the Town Conservation Fund, for final
payment of timber on Town Forrest. Seconded by Mark Thompson. Vote in
the affirmative.
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ARTICLE 16. Motion by Albert Leighton to approve and appropriate
money for the changes in Town Officers Salaries. Seconded. Amendment by
William Williams to raise the Selectman Chairman from $700.00 to $1,000
and Treasurer and Qerk from $575.00 to $1,000.00 ($500.00 for Treasurer
and $500.00 for Qerk). Seconded by Frank Roderick, Vote in the affirma-
tive. Amendment by Beverly Stiles to raise the Tax Collector from $720.00
to $1,000.00. Seconded by J. Larson. Vote in the negative. Motion with first
amendment passed in the affirmative.
Selectman Chairman
For Current Year's Levy
SUMMARY OF WARRANTS
Property, Resident & Yield Taxes
Levy of 1973
Dr.
Taxes Committed to Collector:
Property Taxes $194,586.64
Resident Taxes 5,040.00
National Bank Stock Taxes 174.75
Total Warrants $199,801.39
Yield Taxes $ 384.84 384.84
Added Taxes:




Property Taxes $ 4.15
Resident Taxes 00
4.15
Interest Collected on Delinquent Property Taxes 9.83






National Bank Stock Taxes 174.75
Yield Taxes 384.84
Interest Collected 9.83
Penalties on Resident Taxes 13.00
$182,348.33
Discounts Allowed • 3,133.76
Abatements Made During Year:




Uncollected Taxes — December 31, 1973:
(As Per Collector's List)







Property, Resident and Yield Taxes
Levy of 1972
DR.
Uncollected Taxes — As of January 1, 1973:











Interest Collected on Resident Taxes: 109.00
Sale to town 319.30
Interest Collected on Delinquent Property Taxes 207.15
635.45
TOTAL DEBITS $ 21,558.32
Cr.
Remittances to Treasurer During Fiscal Year
Ended December 31, 1973:
Property Taxes — Sale to tovm $ 10,534.73
Property Taxes , 8,600.98
Resident Taxes 1,330.00
Interest Collected During Year 207.15
Yield Taxes 00
Penalties on Resident Taxes 109.00
$ 20,781.86
Abatements Made During Year:




Uncollected Taxes — December 31, 1973:
(As Per Collector's List)
Property Taxes $ 117.46
Resident Taxes 00
117.46
TOTAL CREDITS $ 21,558.32
32
SUMMARY OF WARRANTS
Property, Resident and Yield Taxes
Levy of 1971
Dr.
Uncollected Taxes — As of Janueiry 1, 1973:






Interest Collected on Delinquent Taxes 00
Penalties Collected on Resident Taxes 00
Abatements Made During Year:
Property Taxes $ 65.20
Resident Taxes j.. 00
Yield Taxes 00
Uncollected Taxes — December 31, 1973:
[





TOTAL DEBITS $ 300.52
Cr.
Remittances to Treasurer During Fiscal Year /





















Library Hours — Hill Public Library
Wed. - 12:00-4:00 and 6:00-9:00 P.M.
Sat. - 1:00-4:00 P.M.
(Subject to Change)




Books owned by Library January 1, 1974 3,312
Books borrowed — Bookmobile 960
Books circulated 1972 5,904





REPORT OF LIBRARY TREASURER
Cash on Hand, January 1, 1973
REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES
OF THE STRAFFORD LIBRARY
The Trustees of the Library are pleased to report a very
successful year in their new home, the Hill Library.
The new building was dedicated on July 15, 1973.
Mr. Emil W. Allen, Jr., State Librarian, gave the address
for the occasion.
Mrs. Ellen Stiles, who had served as Treasurer of the Trustees
for many years, read a very fine history of the library.
Crown Point Grange presented the library with a flag and
pole at this meeting, and Mrs. Robert Tuttle of Rochester pre-
sented the library the Historical Tuttle Journals.
Another gift was made by Miss Thetis Scruton of Crown
Point. This was a complete collection oi Strafford Town Reports.
Her niece. Miss Iva Stiles, had them bound into books.
The Librarian, Mrs. Eleanor Smith, has done excellent work
in the new building, and we are most fortunate to have one with
her experience.
Mrs. Ellen Stiles, who served about 30 years, and Mrs. Hattie
Foss, who has served about the same length of time, have con-
cluded their services.
Mrs. Martha Bennett, who has been on the board for 35
years, will be the incoming chairman.
Mr. Davis Clark is the present treasurer.
We wish to thank all who have helped in any way and





STRAFFORD LIBRARY ASSOCIATION (1973)
The Strafford Library Association continues to serve the
people thru aid to the Ubrary and by presenting a great variety of
programs free to the public under the auspices of the Jane B.
Huckins Memorial Fund. SLA and the trustees of the library work
together very closely.
People have given generous gifts of money, sometimes in
memory of a loved one. Gifts continue to come, and they reflect
the interest of various people. New lined draperies were made
before the dedication program in July. The grounds have been
improved, bulbs planted, a flagstone walk made and stone steps
donated. A United States flag and a flag pole have been presented
and installed near the front of the building.
Two small newsletters have been circulated to teU people
about the outreach of our new facility. The seventeen programs
of JBH Fund to February 5, 1973 have had a total attendance of
860 people. The purpose of the Fund is to provide a vital and
dynamic memorial to Jane B. Huckins by making possible a
program of speakers, films, slides, and related activities for the
people of Strafford. The programs have been varied and have




fi s 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 I I I I I I I
X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X
z z z z z z" Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z Z 2 z z z z z z z z
s 'S £ S I i"is § s 3 u




E S .a S
" M ^ n




We hereby certify that we have made an examination of the
books and records of the Selectmen, Town Treasurer, Collector
of Taxes, Town Clerk, and Trustees of Trust Funds, for the year
ending December 31, 1973.
That in our opinion the accompanying statements set forth
the financial condition of the Town of Strafford and the results








Members of the Strafford Conservation Commission have met
with the Regional Planning Commission to cooperate in main-
taining a record of historical areas in the town as well as study
Conservation policies affecting Strafford.
The Commission looked at and discussed plans for a land devel-
opment in the town in order to coordinate desireable land use
management policies.
Mr. John Bozak has been appointed by the selectmen to serve
as a member of the Commission. We are awaiting tha appointment
of more members to the Commission.
All payments have been made on the purchases of the timber
on the property that was given to the town of Strafford for a
Town Forest by the Weidmans. It is now really a "Town"
Forest, owned and managed by the town for the benefit of the
town.
Plans are being made for an Improvement Sanitation Cutting
of timber in 1974 on the property. This will establish a small
management fund so that the property may be self-sustaining,
recreation and demonstration of good land management for









January 1 — December 31, 1973
Money Received:
.
Balance Dec. 31, 1972 $1,121.07
1973 Appropriation 1,000.00
Interest on Bank Account 20.76
Total
CIVIL DEFENSE REPORT
As in past years, our C D program is based on the use of
existing Town organization such as the Police Department and
Fire Department to react as Civil Defense Units in the case of
natural disasters and other emergencies.
No new equipment was added to the Town inventory through
the Federal Surplus Property Act this year.
The Director met with the Selectmen to explore ways the G D
program could help the continuance of vital functions of the






REPORT OF THE FOREST FIRE WARDEN
AND DISTRICT CHIEF
The New Hampshire Forest Fire Service is represented in every
town, city or unorganized place in our state by the forest fire
warden. Anyone wishing to kindle an outside fire when the ground
is not covered with snow must first obtain the written permission
of the fire warden. Except for cooking fires, no fire can be kindled
between 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. unless it is a commercial or
industrial burn or it is raining. The fire warden is assisted in his
work by the District Forest Fire Chief who works for the De-
partment of Resources and Economic Development Forest Fire
Service.
Fire prevention was, again this year, the most important part of
the Forest Fire Warden's job. Fire statistics show the need with
72% of the fires caused by smoking, debris burning and children.
Smokey the Bear is an important prevention tool but he still
needs much help from the public. Parents should warn their
children of the hazards of playing with matches. Children tend to




Fires reported 617 174 3
Acres burned 244 38.9 .01
Acres average size .395 .224 .003
District Fire Chief Forest Fire Warden




The Strafford Planning Board holds regular meetings, the first
Wednesday night after the first Saturday of the month at 7:30
p.m. at the Town Office. This is so the Chairman of the Board of
Selectmen, who is a member of the Planning Board, may report
on requests received at the Selectmen's Meeting on the first
Saturday of the month.
The Board's principal activity during the past year has been
under the Town Zoning and Land Use Ordinance.
Two major subdivisions have been considered by the Board-
one is located on Whig Hill, the other on Route 202A between
Bow Lake and Center Strafford.





RURAL DISTRICT HEALTH COUNCIL
ANNUAL REPORT
January 1, 1973 - December 31, 1973
The Rural District Health Council became of age during the past
year. The organization has separated from the Portsmouth Re-
habilitation Center and is now an independent certified Home
Health agency supplying comprehensive health services to its
member towns. In March, the towns of Farmington and Milton
voted to join the Rural District Health Council, so the number of
people covered by the organization was expanded to 14,257. The
Board of Directors voted to move the office from Portsmouth to
Farmington, and this was accomplished on April 15, 1978.
As a result of expansion and relocation, our staff has grown to
six nurses, a physical therapist and a secretary-bookkeeper. The
staff nurses employed by the agency include Mrs. Cynthia Blood,
Agency Supervisor; Miss Arlene Thorne who has worked faithfully
and tirelessly since the program was initiated; Mrs. Ardala Houle
who is now coordinating patient referrals in the area hospitals and
nursing homes, and also coordinates the Well Child Clinics; Mrs.
Barbara Drew who is weU-known in Farmington where she has
been the visiting nurse for many years; Mrs. Myrtle Walsh of
Milton who has been active in nursing in the area and joined the
staff on May 1st; and Mrs. Lucy Myers of Deerfield, a newcomer
to the area who has had previous visiting nurse experience. Mrs.
Kathleen Hansen, a registered physical therapist, has a fine varied
background in her field. Mrs. Norma Davis is a very capable
secretary-bookkeeper who handles much of the office detail.
The value of home care becomes increasingly evident as indi-
cated by the size of the morbidity case load. Three Well ChOd
Clinics are held monthly with several extra clinics scheduled
throughout the year. These are sponsored by the Council in
cooperation with the N. H. State Department of Public Health.
An addition to the clinic program this year was a Dental clinic
for children from 3 to 6 years who were enrolled in the Well
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Child clinics. This was possible through the cooperation of the
N. H. Bureau of Dental PubUc Health, Division of Pubhc Health.
A total of 227 children participated in this programv
The Strafford County Prenatal and Family Planning Clinic has
expanded its area of coverage and the Rural District Health
Council works very closely with this group making home visits
to all of the patients from the area enrolled in the clinic. The
Council is also involved with 'the Exeter Area Family Planning
Clinic.
The Seacoast Regional Counseling Center in Portsmouth has
developed an Aftercare Program for Rockingham County to do
follow-up for patients being seen at the Center and also patients
being discharged from the N. H. State Hospital. The Rural Dis-
trict Health Council provides the nursing care for patients being
treated from member towns. The Strafford Guidance Center is
currently planning a similar program for Strafford County and
the Council is represented on the planning committee for this
service.
The Council is represented on a steering committee planning
for Homemaker-Home Health Aide services for Strafford County.
It is hoped this much needed service will be available in the coming
year.
The Rural District Health Council worked in cooperation with
the Milton Community Health Service in providing Tuberculosis
screening, Hearing and Vision screening, and Diabetic screening
which were well received by area people.
The Rural District Health Council has been supported by the
funds contributed by the member towns at an annual rate of $1.00
per capita, state grants and fees for service. Any one interested in
the program or needing service is asked to contact the office in
Farmington, P. 0. Box 563, 6 South Main Street, Telephone
755-2989.
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RURAL DISTRICT HEALTH COUNCIL
TOWN STATISTICS
January 1, 1973 — December 31, 1973
REPORT OF
POLICE DEPARTMENT
The information given is the fourth annual report of the
Strafford Police Department. This year has brought in numerous
calls of all kinds; several of these can not be put into categories
so they are listed under miscellaneous.
The Strafford Dispatch Center which is manned with 24 hour
service received approximately 107 calls and dispatched to this
Department by radio. The remaining calls were received at the
homes of the officers.
In April and May the officers of this Department are hoping
to attend a school put on by the State to bring us up to date on
the new Laws of the State and Supreme Court.
On behalf of the men in the Department, I would like to thank






Total of Calls Answered for the Year
January 1, 1973 to December 31, 1973
Community Service
Message delivered 5
Try and locate 3




Stolen car recovered 7
Complaints Answered
Malicious damage 11
Breaking and entering 34
Dog complaints 21
Stolen Mini bikes recovered 2





Try and locate 12
Serving summons 4
Miscellaneous 90
Persons Bitten by Dogs 2
Steahng from Mail Boxes and Damage 3





Approximately .4,000 miles driven in police work.
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STRAFFORD COUNTY DISPATCH CENTER
The Strafford County Dispatch Center has been a whirlwind
of activity this past year and has been working 24 hours a day
for you and your town.
Our 1973 traffic has included 102,930 radio transmissions,
29,250 telephone calls and 5,475 incident reports pertaining to
accidents, missing persons, ambulance calls, criminal activity and
other related investigations.
And now it's budget time again. Our proposed dispatch center
budget for 1974 is $45,682.00 of which $25,026 has been
approved by the Crime Commission. Our estimated income is
$10,656 from the towns, $10,000 from the sheriff's department
and the 2 Crime Commission grants, one for $9,464.00 to be used
toward current operation and one for $15,562 to be used toward
new equipment in the new Justice Building.
I am pleased to advise you it, even with Harrington dropping
out after the first quarter, your town's share has not increased
and will remain at $1.00 per capita based t)n 1973 population
figures. This means that Strafford's share will be $1,062.00 with V2
payable as soon as your town budget is approved and the balance
due on July 1. It's just possible that if other monies become avail-
able, we may be able to lower your last 6 months obligation from
$1.00 to $.80 per capita. If this happens, we will notify you by
June 15.
Once again, thank you for your cooperation and continued
support of the Strafford County Dispatch Center. As I listen to
all the police and ambulance traffic, I sometimes wonder how







The Treasurer's report can now be completed for the sesqui-
centennial committee.
All bills have been paid, including the original $690.00 advance
from the Town to the committee for the initial start of the cele-
bration.
There still remain town histories to be sold, which will continue
to bring a small amount into the town funds. These histories can
be obtained at the Town Hall through the Office of the Selectmen.
A brief resume of some of the more important accomplish-
ments sponsored by the sesquicentennial committee are as follows:
Pubhcation of the book A History of Strafford authored
by Mrs. Lena Leighton, Mrs. Hattie Foss and Mrs. Neva Stiles.
The production of the Town Flag recorded with the
Secretary of State in New Hampshire, a first for any town in
New Hampshire.
Purchasing the initial uniforms for the Strafford Police
Department.
The making and erection of the three flag flagpole outside
the Town Office and School.
The design and minting of the commemorative coins for
Strafford.
As Treasurer of the Committee, I wish to thank all of the other
members of the committee and the many persons in Strafford who
helped make the celebration a financial success.
Money on Hand Feb. 1, 1974 $711.47
Money repaid Town 690.00






CENTER BARNSTEAD FIRE DEPARTMENT
We of the Center Barnstead Fire Dept. urgently request the
town of Strafford to raise the sum of $1,700, this being your share
of the expenses (total of $18,000) for the hiring of two Licensed
Attendants for the ensuing year to operate our ambulance during
the daytime hours. The rest of the 24-hour period wiU still be
covered by our volunteer firemen without pay.
We will continue to maintain our ambulance by the voluntary
contribution method we have used the past fourteen years.
The above figure arrived at by using the year-round population





Annual Cost Per Man
Salary
CENTER BARNSTEAD FIRE DEPARTMENT
CENTER STRAFFORD FIRE DEPARTMENT
January 1, 1973 - December 31, 1973
The Center Strafford Fire Department had a very busy year
for 1973, with approximately double the number of calls received
in 1972. There were a total of 21 calls which the department
answered with breakdown as follows:
Through the efforts of former Chief Winn Hayes, the depart-
ment members, Civil Defense Director Dave Dupee, and other
good friends, we made a good many improvements this past
year. One of the major items was a 750 gallon tank truck acquired
through the Civil Defense. This truck is to be used as a back up
unit for our main pumper which is 32 years old and is quickly
coming to the stage where it should be replaced.
Also acquired, among other things, was an office desk and
steel table for meeting purposes and two CO2 extinguishers.
A Base Radio unit has also been established between the trucks
and the Town Office, where phones are immediately available
for any mutual aid or rescue equipment needed.
Fire meetings are held every other Thursday at 7:30 p.m.








Robert B. Dowst Term Expires 1974
Edgar W. Huckins Term Expires 1975
Carl T. Gustafson, Jr. Term Expires 1976
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
Charles H. Morgan, B.S.Ed., M.Ed.
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT










ATTENDANCE OFFICER AND SCHOOL CENSUS
Leonard W. Davis
SCHOOL NURSE
Mrs. Lois Fistere, R. N.
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THE STATS OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
TENTATIVE STRAFFORD SCHOOL WARRANT
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town of Strafford
qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Strafford School in
said district on the 5th day of March, 1974, at 10:00 o'clock in
the forenoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the ensuing
three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To choose Auditors, and all other necessary officers and
agents for the ensuing year.




CARL T. GUSTAFSON, JR.
School Board
A true copy of Warrant—Attest:
ROBERT D. DOWST
EDGAR W. HUCKINS
CARL T. GUSTAFSON, JR.
School Board
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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
TENTATIVE STRAFFORD SCHOOL WARRANT
To the Inhabitants of the School district in the town of Strafford
qualified to vote in district affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Strafford School in said
district on the 12th day of March 1974 at 8:00 o'clock in the
afternoon to act on the following subjects:
1. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation of any
other officers or agents of the district.
2. To hear the reports of agents, auditors, committees, or
officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
3. To choose agents and committees in relation to any
subject embraced in this warrant.
4. To see what sum of money the district will raise and appro-
priate for the support of schools, for the salaries of school district
officials and agents, and for the payment of statutory obligations
of the district.
5. To see if the district wiU authorize the School Board to
make application for and to receive, in the name of the district,
such advances, grants-in-aid or other funds for educational pur-
poses as may now or hereafter be forthcoming from the United
States government and/or state agencies.
6. To see if the district will vote to provide a high school
education for pupils who have reached the age of eighteen and
who have not completed high school (RSA 189: 1-a). The district
will pay the tuition required by law for a resident of the district
who has not completed high school and who has not reached the
age of twenty-one.
7. To see if the district will vote to become a member of the
Strafford County Learning Disabilities Center and receive the
benefits of its services at a cost to the district of two dollars per
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pupil. The cost to this district is projected to be $380.00 for
1974-1975.
8. To see if the district will vote pursuant to RSA 21:105
to provide indemnification for district employees, school admin-
istrators, school board members, district officers or agents from
personal loss or expense including reasonable legal fees and costs,
if any, arising out of any claim, demand, suit or judgement by
reason of negligence or other act resulting in accidental injury to a
person or accidental damage to property providing the indemnified
person was at the time of the accident acting within the scope of
his employment or office.
9. To transact any other business which may legally come
before this meeting.




CARL T. GUSTAFSON, JR.
School Board
A true copy of Warrant—Attest:
ROBERT D. DOWST
EDGAR W. HUCKINS
CARL T. GUSTAFSON, JR.
School Board
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REPORT OF SCHOOL DISTRICT TREASURER
For the Fiscal Year July 1, 1972 to June 30, 1973
Summary
Cash on Hand July 1, 1972 $ 14,157.20
Received from Selectmen:
Current Appropriation (includes only
amount actually received $136,000.00
Revenue from State Sources 7,468.73
Revenue from Federal Sources 7,223.95
Received as Income from Trust Funds .. 51.71
Received from all Other Sources 2,111.00
TOTAL RECEIPTS 152,855.39
Total Amount Available for Fiscal Year
(Balance and Receipts) 167,012.59
Less School Board Orders Paid 166,100.13
Balance on Hand June 30, 1973
(Treasurer's Bank Balance) $ 912.46
September 18, 1973 CHRISTINE BOZAK
District Treasurer
AUDITORS' CERTIFICATE
This is to certify that we have examined the books, vouchers,
bank statements and other financial records of the treasurer of
the school district £>f Strafford of which the above is a true sum-
mary for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1973, and find them
correct in aU respects.





FOR THE STRAFFORD SCHOOL DISTRICT
For the Fiscal Year Beginning
July 1, 1972 and Ending June 30, 1973
Balance on Hand, July 1, 1972
STATUS OF SCHOOL NOTES AND BONDS
Outstanding at Beginning of Year
Strafford School $ 40,000.00
Strafford School Addition 42,812.12
Payments of Principal of Dept.
Strafford School
Strafford School Addition









Robert Dowst, Chairman School Board
Edgar Huckins, School Board
Carolyn Clarke, School Board
Carl Gustafson, School Board
Christine Bozak, Treasurer
Russell Shillaber, Moderator
















Library and Audio Visual
Contracted Services, Rinehart Inc.
Other Expenses for Instruction
Teaching Supplies
Attendance Services
Truant Officer, Leonard Davis
Other Expenses
Health Services














DETAILED EXPENDITURES (1972-1973) cont.
Fixed Charges
Employees Retirement $ 1,407.30
F.I.C.A. (Social Security) 3,492.14
Insurance, Building


















Tuition to Other Districts
Tuition to Public Acadamies
District Share of Union Expenses
Other — Guidance Clinic
Expenditures Other Than Public Schools




Item 60 Expenditures (Reimbursed)














Revenues and Credits Available
To Reduce School Taxes
Unencumbered Balance




Revenue from Federal Sources:
School Lunch & Special Milk Program
PL 874 (Impacted Area-Cur. Oper.)
Local Revenue Except Taxes:
Trust Fund Income
Total School Revenues and Credits
District Assessment




REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT
AND ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To the School Board and Citizens of the Strafford School District:
When school sessions began in September of 1973, the Strafford
Elementary School was organized as is indicated below:
Teacher Grade or Major Subject
Mrs. Sally Low 1 and Readiness
Miss Nancy Higgi.ia 2
Miss Maryellen Childs '6
Mrs. Irene Scribner, Principal 4
Mrs. Patricia Sukduang Science - Mathematics
Mr. Richard Boyle Social Studies - Mathematics
Mrs. Mary Higgins English — Mathematics
Other Staff Members
Mrs. Lois Fistere School Nurse
Mrs. Eleanor Byrne Art — Part Time
Mrs. Barbara Newsky Readiness Aide
Mr. Robert Heffernan Custodian
Mrs. Dorothy Smith Lunch Supervisor
Mrs. Irma Messenger Lunch Worker
The enrollment at the opening of school in September of 1973
was as follows:
Grade 12345678 Total
#Enrolled 24 23 16 24 27 28 19 22 183
Strafford tuition pupils attenamg high schools and approved
pubhc academies in this and other districts at the expense of the
district were as listed below:
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Legislation having to do with handicapped children. The school
district has been made responsible for the education of handi-
capped children from,the time of birth until these children reach
the age of twenty-one. Previously, it was responsible only after
the child reached age five. The tuition liabihty for these children
is hmited to the state average cost, although current advice indi-
cates that the district may pay more should it wish to do so.
Districts are liable for transportation when a handicapped child
reaches age four. Since handicapped children are learning disabled
to a greater or less degree, the statutes now permit the employ-
ment by districts of learning disabilities teachers, the certification
requirements of these teachers having been established by the
State Board of Education. Another handicap which has been
much in the news is that of children with kidney disease. A law
has been passed to make the state responsible for the payment for
the care and treatment of children with end stage kidney disease.
Legislation which has an effect on school finances in general.
A number of districts in the state have reconsidered rejected bond
issues immediately upon their defeat. This is no longer possible
because at least seven days must elapse before a vote of reconsider-
ation may be taken, and notice of the reconsideration must be
pubhshed in a newspaper at least two days before the new vote.
Eiach school, if it does not already, must make a lunch or break-
fast available for pupils. No waiver beyond September 30, 1979
will be granted. This could cost money for equipment or facilities,
as well as labor. Even though the dual enrollment program has
been pretty well defeated by court actions, the child benefit
program has not been ruled out, and a number of new benefits,
such as driver education programs, educational television, lunch
programs, have been made eligible. In order to place the sweep-
stakes program on a fiscal year, rather than a calendar year basis,
sweepstakes benefits will be paid in September, instead of De-
cember. The first year of this operation will reduce the payment
by one third, as a result as only eight months, not twelve, will
have elapsed. If a foster child is placed by a state agency in a
district other than the child's original home, the new district will
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receive a sum of money, presently $200,00, toward the payment
for the child's education. When students attend a vocational
program in an AREA vocational high school, such as Dover
Vocational, which is not the usual high school for the district,
districts which do not maintain high schools will be responsible
for tuition up to the amount the high school of regular attendance,
or the state average cost, whichever is higher. In the past, districts
which tuitioned high school students to other districts have been
responsible for tuition only up to the state average cost. Under
the new law, districts must be responsible for whatever the receiv-
ing public high school charges, unless there is a contract calling
for a different payment. The state average for high schools this
year is $931.00, but some high schools in the state charge as
much as $1,200,00 for tuition, the difference being the responsi-
bility of the parents.
Additional programs which the schools must provide. The
legislature added two more programs which school districts must
include in the school curriculum. One is a mandate to provide
instruction in the venereal diseases, which have become epidemic
in New Hampshire, and the other is to provide instruction in
nutrition education to be incorporated in the regular course of
instruction.
Legislation effecting the operations of school boards and dis-
tricts. Under the "right to know" law, any official who refuses a
citizen access to a public document is personally liable for attor-
ney's fees if a court order supports the citizen. School districts
may adopt the absentee ballot when the Australian ballot is in
use in that district, but if adopted, candidates must file at least
thirty days before the election. This requires an article in the
warrant. Immunity from civil suit has been granted to school
board members for action taken in a legal school board meeting.
A school district may vote at a district meeting to indemnify any
official employed by it while acting in his/her official capacity
for loss or damages resulting to them personfdly. The District
shall indemnify its employees and officers acting in their official
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capacities when a suit involving civil rights is involved. The district
may purchase insurance to cover its expenses in the actions men-
tioned above. There must be a warrant article to cover this ex-
pense if the district decides to purchase insurance.
There were, of course, other actions taken by the legislature,
some of which effect all districts, and some of which effected
particular districts, but it appears that those of general interest
have been summarized above.
In closing, we would like to express our appreciation for the
cooperation we have received from the citizens, the school board







SALARY OF SUPERINTENDENT AND
ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT
1972-1973
(R.S.A. Chapter 189:48 - New Hampshire Laws)













Prophylaxis Clinic — was sponsored by the S.A.Y. and the New
Hampshire Dental Public Health Department, with Mrs. Anne
Huckins as hygenist. One hundred, forty students took advantage
of this program. Dr. Peter Low donated his time and talent by
providing dental follow up for five of our young students, and we
express our appreciation to him for his interest and concern.
Tuberculin Testing — given to twenty-four members of our staff
and S.A.Y. helpers by the New Hampshire Tuberculosis Associa-
tion.
Immunization Qinic — under the direction of Dr. Richard Roy
and the New Hampshire Bureau of Public Health offered to
grades one and eignt. Diptheria-tetanus 31, Polio 1«.
Some highlights of this school year were:
Drugs — Inspector James Rowe, of the Dover Police Department,
was guest speaker, bringing a display followed by discussion, for
grades five through eight.
First Aid — program course by Johnson & Johnson for grade eight.
"How Your Body Uses Food" — material from the New England
Dairy Council, and a feeding demonstration; one month of study
on a pair of white mice. My special thanks to Mrs. Patricia
Sukduang who added these study areas to the science classes.
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"Idea Exchange Night" — was well received by parents of pre-
school first graders, who had an opportunity to become ac-
quainted with the first grade curriculum, Gesel testing and the
health services and requirements for school entry.
Our health responsibilities for the students of our school, largely
relate to the health services provided. Through educational pro-
grams, films, film strips, records, booklets, and guest speakers, we
shall continue to encourage the student to improve his own health
and develop worthwhile habits. My appreciation to all, for their
support of our health education program.
Respectfully submitted,
LOIS FISTERE









September 4 to December 20
January 2 to February 14
February 24 to April 25







October 11, Teacher's Convention
November 11, Veteran's Day
November 28 and 29, Thanksgiving Recess
May 30, Memorial Day
VACATIONS
December 23 to January 1, Christmas
February 17 to February 21, Winter
April 28 to May 2, Spring
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